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The English translation of this agreement is intended solely as a convenience to non-German-
readers. Only the German version is legally binding. In the event of any conflict between the 
English and German text, its structure, meaning or interpretation, the German text, its 
structure, meaning or interpretation shall prevail. 

Confidentiality Agreement 

 

between 

 

….. 

 

represented by….. 

 

–“the company” – 

  

 

and 

 

Furtwangen University 

Robert-Gerwig-Platz 

78120 Furtwangen 

Germany 

 

represented by the dean of [  ] faculty ….. 

 

–“the partner” – 

 

- in the following jointly referred to as “the contractual parties” - 

 
the following is agreed hereby: 

 

The parties mutually agree to treat confidentially, all information marked as confidential which the other 

contractual party gave access to or that was received from them during the contractual term in 

connection with the endeavour  

"thesis (title and author) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….." 

("the endeavour"). Such information includes in particular data, drawings, drafts, sketches, plans, 

descriptions, specifications, [test readings / measurement results], calculations, experiences, 

procedures, patterns, knowledge and processes including secret know-how as well as any applications 

for the protection of commercial property rights yet to be published. The parties furthermore agree with 

regard to all such information, not give third parties access, protect from access through third parties, to 



 
 

07.21  2 of 3 
Translation: HFÜbs_leni09062021 

use it only for purposes of the endeavour and only pass it on to staff members who are subject to a duty 

of confidentiality where nothing has been otherwise agreed in writing between the contractual parties..“ 

 

Furthermore, the following persons are not third parties [for the purpose of this agreement]: members of 

the relevant examination board, authorised persons, the relevant supervisor of the endeavour as well as 

any other person where they require the information for the purpose of supervising and assessing the 

endeavour or proper performance of the examination procedure or where such information has to be 

imparted to allow for proper performance of the exam procedure. Such persons are not third parties 

provided they have a duty of confidentiality through legal provisions, their employment contract or other 

written agreements. The proper performance of the examination procedure includes all procedural steps 

including legal remedies against examination decisions. 

 

This confidentiality agreement does not apply to either contractual party with regard to information, 

1. which they were provably previously known to them, 

2. which they provably received lawfully from a third party without any duty of confidentiality, 

3. which is common knowledge or will become common knowledge without any breach of the 

contractual obligations contained herein, 

4. which they have provably arrived at themselves through their own research and development, 

5.  which they have to reveal by law or officially. 

 

The contractual parties commit to bind any of their staff who will become aware of such information by 

the same duties of confidentiality as are agreed herein between the parties. This applies in cases where 

such staff are not already bound to the same duty of confidentiality by their employment contracts or 

legal provisions already.  

 

The contractual parties shall treat the information to the same standard of confidentiality as they apply to 

their own confidential information. 

 

In cases where any potentially protectable rights are communicated, the contractual parties reserve all 

rights with regard to any rights which might be or become protectable. This agreement does not transfer 

any protectable rights nor any results which may be or become protectable nor does it grant any rights 

of usage regarding any such rights or results. 
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This agreement comes into force on the date it is signed and will have a twelve month term. The duty of 

confidentiality extending to information made accessible hereunder during the term will apply for a 

further five years after the term. 

 

This agreement is governed exclusively by the laws of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

 

The basis of this agreement is mutual trust. The contractual parties shall seek to resolve any differences 

of opinion which may arise amicably. Where such a resolution cannot be achieved, the parties agree 

that they will exclusively submit to those courts which have jurisdiction for Furtwangen. 

 

 
Furtwangen, date 

 

 

 

….., date 

   

 
Furtwangen University 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Company….. 

 

 

 

 

Dean of faculty 

faculty…… 

 

 

name 

I am aware of the content of the above 

agreement and agree to act accordingly: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

date and name 

thesis supervisor (professor) 

date and name 

second supervisor 

 


